GATHERING FOR THE WORD
Let us take this time to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare for worship.
* Please stand if able
Plain text = Leader Bold text = People

PRELUDE

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
(Hattrones Lampa Fardig)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Swedish Folk Tune
Arr. Paul Manz

The Rev. Dr. Laura S. Sugg

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand)
Jer. 1:4, 6, 8; Lk. 4:29
From the very beginning, God calls us.
Elder
God sets us apart with a meaning and a purpose.
We come up with excuses to avoid our calls, for we are afraid.
But God reassures us in many and various ways
through the course of our days.
Even if we are brought to the edge of a cliff,
God is with us and sustains us.
* HYMN

Gather Us In

CALL TO PRAYER & PRAYER FOR RENEWAL (Be seated)

STF No. 2236
Jer. 1:8 & 1 Cor. 13:4–8

God calls us to speak the truth, even when it is difficult, to others but also to ourselves.
Confessing in prayer, we dare to speak the truth about ourselves to God,
who desires to deliver us and to cast out fear. Let us pray…

God of life, we admit to you and to each other
that we have not always lived lives of love.
We have lost patience and been rude.
We have been irritable and insisted on our own way.
We have even let love end.
Forgive us and heal us, dear God,
through Jesus Christ, your love incarnate.
(A time for silent prayer)

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE
Amen. Though we know only in part, we are fully known to God.
By the grace of Christ, God forgives us in love,
and calls us to abide in faith, in hope, and in love.

I Cor. 13:12-13

SUNG RESPONSE (remain seated) There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy No. 298 v. 2
For the love of God is broader Than the measures of the mind;
And the heart of the Eternal Is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more faithful, We would gladly trust God’s Word;
And our lives reflect thanksgiving For the goodness of our Lord.

HEARING THE WORD
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Jeremiah 1:4-10
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Pgs. 715-716
Deacon Reader

SPECIAL MUSIC
Amadeus String Duo: Ellen Jaramillo, violin, Daria Joanna, cello
GOSPEL READING
Luke 4:21-30
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Pg. 58

TIME FOR CHILDREN (As the children come forward, please join in singing.)
This, this is where children belong, part of our family, part of our song.
Be with us, pray with us, help us grow strong, this is where children belong.
SERMON

Light of the World:
Cheers and Jeers for the Hometown Boy

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Please Stand)
Religious leaders hated Jesus
because he criticized their hypocrisy
and reproved their neglect of justice and mercy.
They charged him with blasphemy and sedition
when he claimed to speak and act with God's authority.
One of Jesus' followers betrayed him.
Others abandoned and denied him
because they were afraid to stand with him.
Civil authorities condemned him
because he provoked unrest among the people.
He was sentenced, mocked, beaten,
and crucified as a common criminal.
In the presence of Jesus,
who lived out what God wants us all to be,
we were threatened beyond endurance.

Laura Sugg

Elder

–from A Declaration of Faith (1977)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
(Pray, “Forgive us our sins…”)

Front of Hymnal Pg. 16

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING
INVITATION TO OFFERING
1 John 3:18
Friends, let us love not only in our words but also in our deeds
through the tithes and offerings that we give today. The offering will now be received.

OFFERTORY
Amadeus String Duo: Ellen Jaramillo, violin, Daria Joanna, cello
* PRESENTATION OF OFFERING

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)
O God, bless these gifts that we have given as expressions of our love
for you and our neighbors, that they may bring closer to fulfillment
your reign of peace and love; through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE, PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
SERVING COMMUNION
Bread is taken individually. Juice/wine is taken together;
wine is in outer ring of tray, white grape juice inner ring, water in the center.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
* HYMN

The Servant Song

STF No. 2222 vv. 1-5

* CHARGE
Jer. 1:10; Lk. 4:25–27; 1 Cor. 13:1–7
God is a refuge, but never an escape, therefore:
Go this day into a world where things are being pulled down and overthrown,
where things are being built and planted.
Go this day open to the surprise of what God is doing
and where and with whom God is at work!
Go this day with the love of God made visible in you. Amen.
BENEDICTION

WPC Mission Statement
To worship God through faith and action,
To nurture the spirit of Jesus Christ in each of us,
To be an extended family to all,
And to serve the community
through programs, education, and prayer.

* SUNG RESPONSE We Are Marching in the Light of God
STF No.2235-b
We are marching in the light of God, we are marching in the light of God. (2X)
We are marching, marching, we are marching, marching,
we are marching in the light of God.

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Toccata on “Gelobt Sei Gott”

February 3, 2019

POSTLUDE

Alfred Fedak

