GATHERING FOR THE WORD
Let us take this time to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare for worship.
* Please stand if able
Plain text = Leader Bold text = People

PRELUDE

Song

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Hugh S. Livingston
The Rev. Dr. Laura S. Sugg

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand)
Let us open our ears, people of God,
for God is speaking a Word among us.
Let us open our minds, people of God,
for the Spirit is moving in this place.
Let us open our hearts, people of God,
and worship the One who makes us whole.
* HYMN

Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty

Elder

SUNG RESPONSE (remain seated) Glory to God, Whose Goodness…
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 17:5-9
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM

Love Us into Fullness

Pgs. 737-738
Deacon Reader
Daniel Charles Damon

GOSPEL READING
Luke 6:17-26
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
No. 482

CALL TO PRAYER & PRAYER FOR RENEWAL (Be seated) Jer. 17:10; Ps. 139:23–24
The prophet Jeremiah says that God tests our minds and searches our hearts, Elder
because the condition of mind and heart affects actions. Trusting in God’s mercy,
let us invite God to search us, so that God might also lead us in the way everlasting.
Let us pray…

God of love and justice,
we admit to you and to each other
that we have not always loved you
and our neighbors as fully as you call us to love.
We have failed to be good stewards
of the air, the water, the animals, and the plants.
We have turned away from you
and toward our own self-interest.
We have been shortsighted,
and we are humbly sorry.
Help us turn back to you, O Lord,
to reach toward you as a tree sends its roots
out toward water. Amen.
(a time for silent prayer)
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE
Because Christ has been raised from the dead,
1 Cor. 15:14, 17
sin and death do not have the last word!
Our faith is not in vain! Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection,
we are forgiven and set free to live for God and neighbor.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Pg. 60

TIME FOR CHILDREN (As the children come forward, please join in singing.)
This, this is where children belong, part of our family, part of our song.
Be with us, pray with us, help us grow strong, this is where children belong.
SERMON

Light of the World:
Fullness and Emptiness

Laura Sugg

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Please Stand)
Elder
The Apostles’ Creed (traditional) Front of Hymnal Pg. 14
HYMN (be seated)

Blest Are They
(choir sings v. 1, congregation vv.2-5)

STF No. 2155

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (responsive)
Luke 6:17–26; Ps. 1:1; Jer. 17:5, 7
When Laura says, “Loving God” at the end of a petition,
the congregation is invited to respond with,
Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.
WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Andante

Felix Mendelssohn

* PRESENTATION OF OFFERING
Christ, Be Our Light

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Jer. 17:7-8; Luke 6:20

* HYMN

There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit
No. 398
You’re invited to come forward and place an offering in
“Wilbur” or the basket for local hunger relief and a clinic in Zimbabwe.

* CHARGE & BENEDICTION
* SUNG RESPONSE We Are Marching in the Light of God
STF No.2235-b
We are marching in the light of God, we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching in the light of God, we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching, marching, we are marching, marching,
we are marching in the light of God.
POSTLUDE

“A Litany of Praise” Quoting Lobe Den Herren Franklin D. Ashdown

Please come through to Fellowship Hall for refreshments and conversation.
You may purchase Girl Scout cookies to support troop 61054 which regularly meets here.
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WPC Mission Statement
To worship God through faith and action,
To nurture the spirit of Jesus Christ in each of us,
To be an extended family to all,
And to serve the community
through programs, education, and prayer.
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