GATHERING FOR THE WORD

HEARING THE WORD

Let us take this time to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare for worship.
* Please stand if able
Plain text = Leader Bold text = People
PRELUDE

Come, Christians, Join to Sing
Ridge Ringers

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Arr. Cynthia Dobrinski
The Rev. Dr. Laura S. Sugg

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand)
Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult O earth;
break forth, O mountains, into singing!
For the Lord has comforted the people
and will have compassion on those who suffer.
Hope in the Lord, this day and forever.
Let us worship God.
* HYMN

GOSPEL READING
Matthew 6:24-34
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above

PRAYER FOR RENEWAL (Be seated)
Let us pray…
O God of tender mercies,
we do not learn.
We spend our days consumed with worry
and forget to sing your praise.
Teach us once more that all of life is in your care.
Forgive our failure to trust in you,
and free us to love and serve all those whom you love.

Elder

* SUNG RESPONSE

A Living Faith

Dennis Eliot
Lyrics by Carlton C. Buck
TIME FOR CHILDREN (As the children come forward, please join in singing.)
This, this is where children belong, part of our family, part of our song.
Be with us, pray with us, help us grow strong, this is where children belong.
SERMON

Trouble Enough

Laura Sugg

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

No. 483
Elder

(A time for silent prayer)
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE
Amen. If we are in Christ, we are a new people altogether;
the past is finished and gone, everything has become fresh and new.
In your great mercy, O God,
raise us from the death of sin to newness of life
and make us your people, unburdened by the past,
unfearful of the future, and joyful in the eternal present,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

ANTHEM

Pg. 6
Deacon

Laura Sugg

Glory to God…

1. Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 2. World without end, without end. Amen.
and to the Son, whose grace has par–doned me, World without end, without end. Amen.
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
World without end, without end. Amen.
As it was in the be–gin–ning,
As it was in the be–gin–ning,
is now and ever shall be. Amen.
is now and ever shall be. Amen.

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Please Stand)
Jesus announced the coming of God’s kingdom
and its hidden presence in the midst of the world’s kingdoms.
He taught his disciples to seek God’s kingdom first.
We believe Christ gives us and demands of us
lives in pilgrimage toward God’s kingdom.
Like Christ we may enjoy our journey
all that sustains life and makes it pleasant and beautiful.
No more than Christ are we spared
the darkness, ambiguity, and threat of life in the world.
We are in the world, but not of the world.
Our confidence and hope for ourselves and other people
do not rest in the powers and achievements of this world,
but in the coming and hidden presence of God’s kingdom.
Christ calls each of us to a life appropriate to that kingdom:
to serve as he served us;
to take up our cross,
risking the consequences of faithful discipleship;
to walk by faith, not by sight,
to hope for what we have not seen. Amen.
--from A Declaration of Faith (1977)
*HYMN

Seek Ye First

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
(Pray, “Forgive us our sins…”)

Elder

No. 333
Front of Hymnal Pg. 16

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING
OFFERTORY

Here I Am, Lord
Ridge Ringers

Daniel L. Schutte

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING Praise God from Whom All… Tune: All Creatures of Our God and King
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures high and low. Al–le–lu–ia, (2x)
Praise God, in Jesus fully known:
Cre–a—tor, Word, and Spirit one. Al–le–lu–ia, (5x)
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Laura Sugg

* CLOSING RESPONSES
We shall go out with hope of resurrection,
We shall go out, from strength to strength go on,
We shall go out and tell our stories boldly,
Tales of a love that will not let us go.
We’ll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted,
We’ll dream our dream of hurts that can be healed,
We’ll weave a cloth of all the world united
Within a vision of a Christ who sets us free. Amen.
* HYMN

Take My Life

No. 391

* SUNG CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
May the Lord go with you as you leave this place,
May the Lord go with you as you celebrate his grace.
May you be surrounded by His love unbounded,
May the Lord go with you as you leave this place.
POSTLUDE

Fanfare on an Original Theme

Gilbert M. Martin

“Put your books and your formulas aside;
dare to abandon your teacher whoever your teacher may be
and see things for yourself.
Dare to look at everything around you without fear and
without formula and it won’t be long before you see.”
--Anthony de Mello

Please come through to Fellowship Hall for refreshments and conversation.
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