GATHERING FOR THE WORD
HEARING THE WORD

Let us take this time to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare for worship.
* Please stand if able
Plain text = Leader Bold text = People
PRELUDE

Sing to the Lord

Lani Smith

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Elder

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand)
God would teach us to love, even the imperfect people,
so we can love others as we love ourselves.
God would teach us to deny ourselves, even walking the extra mile with us,
so we can give ourselves to others as generously as
Christ has been given to us.
God would teach us new ways to journey through life,
so we can follow the footprints of the Word all the way to the kingdom.
Brothers and sisters, praise the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised!
Let us worship God.

Elder

* HYMN

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

Pg. 5
Deacon

The Gift of Love

American Folk Tune
Arr. Hal Hopson

TIME FOR CHILDREN (As the children come forward, please join in singing.)
This, this is where children belong, part of our family, part of our song.
Be with us, pray with us, help us grow strong, this is where children belong.
You Have Heard…

Laura Sugg

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

No. 417

(A time for silent prayer)
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE
Laura Sugg
Amen. It begins with God and ends with God – that love which can create renew, restore.
As we listen to God’s songs of mercy,
we are cradled in grace--now and forever. Amen.
Glory to God…

1. Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 2.
and to the Son, whose grace has par–doned me,
and to the Spir–it, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the be–gin–ning,
is now and ev–er shall be. A–men.

ANTHEM

SERMON

PRAYER FOR RENEWAL (Be seated)
The Rev. Dr. Laura S. Sugg
Let us pray…
A friend hurts us, we hurt them back; someone hits us, we strike back;
a family member ridicules us, we gossip about him or her.
That is how we have been taught to deal with those around us.
But now, God of mercy, you call us to a different life:
the life of forgiving, not avenging;
the life of peace, not anger; the life of love, not hate.
As you forgive us of all we have done, may we walk in your new ways of living,
as we follow Jesus, our Savior, our Teacher.

* SUNG RESPONSE

GOSPEL READING
Matthew 5:38-48
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

World without end, without end. A–men.
World without end, without end. A–men.
World without end, without end. A–men.
As it was in the be–gin–ning,
is now and ev–er shall be. A–men.

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Please Stand)
Jesus came to set people free
by the power of the gospel.
In so doing he did not abolish,
but fulfilled the law and the prophets.
Through his teaching and the teaching of the apostles
he showed what it is to be free and obedient.
We declare that Christ has freed us
from trying to save ourselves by obeying the law.
He restores to us God's law as a gift and delight.
The law describes concretely the shape of our freedom.
When we accept its discipline,
it keeps our personal lives from being chaotic
and increases our effectiveness in the church's mission.
--from A Declaration of Faith (1977)
*HYMN

Creating God, Your Fingers Trace
(see insert)

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
(Pray, “Forgive us our sins…”)

Elder

No. 134 lyrics
Tune 592 Old Hundredth
Front of Hymnal Pg. 16

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING
OFFERTORY

More Love to Thee
Arr. Douglas E. Wagner & Mark Hayes

* PRESENTATION OF OFFERING Doxology

No. 591/2

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)
Almighty God,
by your grace , accept our offering.
Make us joyful in giving that we may grow in likeness
to your supreme gift, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
* HYMN

Laura Sugg

Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak

No. 426

* CHARGE & BENEDICTION

Laura Sugg

* SUNG CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
STF 2223 v. 1 & Refrain
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
we are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
and we pray that all unity may one day be restored:
And they’ll know we are Christians
by our love, by our love;
yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.
POSTLUDE

Grand Chorus in B Flat

Theodore Dubois

Please come through to Fellowship Hall for the Red, White, and Chocolate Luncheon.
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