GATHERING FOR THE WORD

HEARING THE WORD

Let us take this time to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare for worship.
* Please stand if able
Plain text = Leader
Bold text = People
PRELUDE

Joy to the World

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Arr. Alfred V. Freda

God is Here!

PRAYER FOR RENEWAL (Be seated)
Let us pray,
God, you show no partiality,
yet we are not always tolerant and accepting.
Forgive our intolerance,
and help us to see as you see,
that we may be found acceptable in your sight
through Jesus our Christ.

Elder

GOSPEL READING
Matthew 3:13-17
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Pg. 3
Deacon

ANTHEM

Be Thou My Vision

Arr. Carlton Young

TIME FOR CHILDREN (As the children come forward, please join in singing.)
This, this is where children belong, part of our family, part of our song.
Be with us, pray with us, help us grow strong, this is where children belong.
SERMON

Yes God

Laura Sugg

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

No. 461
Elder

(A time for silent prayer)
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE
Laura Sugg
Amen. God forgives all our sins and promises to bring us to everlasting life.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
*GLORIA

Pgs. 122-123

The Rev. Dr. Laura S. Sugg

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand)
In the beginning, at creation, the Spirit hovered over the waters of the deep.
In the waters of the flood, God cleansed the earth and humankind.
God caused the waters to part
so that Israel could cross from slavery to liberation
God formed Jesus in the waters of Mary’s womb.
Jesus taught us how to live by washing his disciples’ feet in water.
Drinking water from a well, Jesus met a Samaritan woman,
the first person to recognize that he was the Christ.
Today we celebrate the baptism of Jesus, the Christ.
God meant for Jesus to be the firstborn in a large family. Praise be!
* HYMN

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES READING Acts 10:34-43

Tune: Gloria No. 23
Come to Bethlehem and see: Him whose birth the angels sing
Come adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord the newborn King.
Glo―ria in excelsis Deo; glo―ria in excelsis Deo.

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Please Stand)
Jesus was what we are.
He grew up in a family and a society
troubled by the common problems of the world.
His knowledge was limited by his time and place in history.
He felt deeply the joy for friendship and the hurt of being rejected.
Jesus prayed, struggled with temptation, knew anger,
and was subject to suffering and death.
He was like us in every way except sin.
Jesus is what we should be.
He served God with complete trust and unwavering obedience.
He loved all kinds of people and accepted their love.
In constant dependence upon the Holy Spirit,
Jesus allowed no threat or temptation to keep him
from loving with his whole being and his neighbor as himself.
We recognize in Jesus what God created us to be.
He exposes our failure to live as he lived.
He demonstrates the new humanity
God promises to give us through him. Amen.
—from A Declaration of Faith (1977)
* HYMN

Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized

Elder

No. 70

CELEBRATE KEVIN CROWE
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
(Pray, “Forgive us our sins…”)

Front of Hymnal Pg. 16

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING
OFFERTORY

Pastorale from the “Christmas Concerto”

Arcangelo Corelli
Arr. David Paxton

* PRESENTATION OF OFFERING
No. 53 Verse 3
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come one and all to own Him.
The King of Kings salvation brings;
let loving hearts enthrone Him.
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the babe, the Son of Mary!
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Great saving God, you have gathered us into one baptism,
regardless of our backgrounds and conditions.
Therefore we praise you with our tithes and offerings.
With gratitude, we give you what we have and who we are.
May they join with others to become a mighty river,
bringing your peace and healing to the world. Amen.
* HYMN

Help Us Accept Each Other

No. 358

* CHARGE & BENEDICTION
* SUNG CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
O—o star of wonder, star of night
Star with royal beauty bright;
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light!
POSTLUDE

Christmas Cheer, A New England Memory

No. 66 (refrain only)

Michael Shea

Please come through to Fellowship Hall for reception honoring Kevin Crowe.

Pulpit Elder: Caroline Clovesko
Greeter: Jeff Stimson
Sound Engineer: Jim Niquette

Deacon Reader: Betty Piperato
Ushers: Maxine Foster & Pat Robbins
Children’s Time: Betsy Smith

WPC Mission Statement
To worship God through faith and action,
to nurture the spirit of Jesus Christ in each of us,
to be an extended family to all,
and to serve the community
through programs, education and prayer.

Baptism of the Lord
January 15, 2017

