GATHERING FOR THE WORD
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE
Laura Sugg
Amen. Here is the good news, my friends: Christ came searching for us, calling us by
name, leading us into God's kingdom.

Let us take this time to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare for worship.
* Please stand if able
Plain text = Leader
Bold text = People
PRELUDE

In Christ Alone

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

The Rev. Dr. Laura S. Sugg

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand)
It is in this place of holiness that we can come with our fears, our doubts,
all the questions of our hearts.

Elder

We come to this place, to hear the words of peace, of hope,
of joy God speaks to us.
We come to this place, to find the One who has been looking for us.
It is in this place of openness that we can come knocking.

We come to this place, to be embraced by the One whose heart
is never locked.
O God of Earth and Altar

(see insert)

GOSPEL READING
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SPECIAL MUSIC

Luke 10:25-37

(see announcements)
Deacon Reader

Gospel Medley
Kenny Orr, Violin

arr. By Brant Adams,

(see insert)

CALL TO PRAYER AND PRAYER FOR RENEWAL
Elder
We are invited to pray—all who have hurt someone else, and all who have been hurt by
another. We are called to pray: for hope, for healing, for mercy. We pray to the One
who seeks to make us whole; whose will is to restore us to new life.
Join me as we pray, saying…

We find it difficult to speak of how we do not live as your people, but you long
for us to share our weaknesses and failures with you, Inviting God.
Tempted to think your salvation is for a select few,
we put up barriers for others.
Clinging to all you give to us, we are reluctant to share with those in need.
Surrounded by evil and violence, we find it easier to close ranks with those
just like us, rather than seeking peace and reconciliation for our world.
Forgive us, Salvation's God.
Open our eyes to our sisters and brothers all around us.
Open our ears to the word of hope you speak to us.
Open our spirits to the presence of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, who
flings the doors of your kingdom wide open,
that all might find life with you.
(A time for silent prayer)

* SUNG RESPONSE
Glory to God (Taizé)
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory in the High–est
Glory to God, Glory to God, Al–le–lu–ia, Al–le–lu–ia
HEARING THE WORD

It is in this place of discovery that we can come searching.

* HYMN

In Christ, we become new people: broken, we are made whole;
lost, we are found; forsaken, we are restored to new life.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN
Tune STF 2233
(As the children come forward, please join in singing.)
This, this is where children belong, part of our family, part of our song.
Be with us, pray with us, help us grow strong, this is where children belong.
SERMON

Skeptics Welcome: Prays Well with Others
(Following Jesus in a Diverse World)

Laura Sugg

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Please Stand)

Elder

The church in its mission encounters other religions and in that encounter
becomes conscious of its own human character as a religion. The Christian
religion, as distinct from God’s self-revelation, has been shaped throughout
its history by the cultural forms of its environment.
Christians find parallels between other religions and their own and must
approach all religions with openness and respect. Repeatedly God has used
the insight of non-Christians to challenge the church to renewal. The gift of
God in Christ is for all.
--from The Confession of 1967
* HYMN

We Are Your People

(see insert)

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread;
And forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING
Invitation to the Offering
Laura Sugg
As we wait for the coming of God’s good reign, we answer the invitation to take part in
God’s work, bringing our tithes and offerings with joyful gratitude.
The offering will now be received.
OFFERTORY

I Need Thee Every Hour

Arr. By Mary McDonald

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING Praise God from Whom All… Tune: All Creatures of Our God and King
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all crea–tures high and low. Al–le–lu–ia, (2x)
Praise God, in Jesus ful–ly known:
Cr–e–ator, Word, and Spir–it one. Al–le–lu–ia, (5x)
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Laura Sugg

Lord, you are the giver of every good gift.
Accept these offerings we pray,
that through them we may do justice,
and love kindness, and walk humbly with you,
our Sovereign and our God. Amen.
* HYMN

Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life
(verses 1-4)

(see insert)

* CHARGE & BENEDICTION
* SUNG RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

The Lord Now Sends Us Forth
Ev’ry Time I Feel De Spirit

(see insert)

Arr. By H. T. Burleigh

Please come to Fellowship Hall for refreshments and conversation!

WPC Mission Statement:
To worship God through faith and action,
to nurture the spirit of Jesus Christ in each of us,
to be an extended family to all,
and to serve the community
through programs, education and prayer.
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