* SUNG RESPONSE

GATHERING FOR THE WORD

Glory to God (Taizé)

Let us take this time to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare for worship.
* Please stand if able
Plain text = Leader
Bold text = People
PRELUDE

Aria

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

HEARING THE WORD

G.F. Handel

OLD TESTAMENT READING
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Please stand)
Like empty jars, we come to be filled.
Like ornamental candles, we come to be set ablaze.
Like aged wine in a cask, we come to be poured out.
Like weary travelers, we come to find rest.
Like loved ones drifted apart, we come to be reconciled.
Like little children, we come open to surprise!
Hear the word of God and make your reply:
“My heart has heard you say,
‘Come and talk with me, O my people’!”
And my heart responds, “God, I am coming!”
Gather Us In

PRAYER FOR RENEWAL (Please be seated)
God, some days we don’t even have any fun.
We don’t have the time for fun, or the energy.
We’re too busy trying.
Trying to get caught up.
Trying to figure out our lives.
Trying to become better people.
God, show us that sometimes we try too hard.
Give us the courage to let go.
Teach us to trust you.
Teach us that it is okay to relax.
Teach us to be gentle with ourselves,
through your strong and gentle love. Amen.

Matthew 5:17, 38-47

(see insert)
Deacon Reader

The Rev. Dr. Laura S. Sugg
SPECIAL MUSIC

* HYMN

(see insert)

Elder

Introduction
Gabriele Korndorfer, Keyboard

César Franck

TIME WITH CHILDREN
Tune STF 2233
(As the children come forward, please join in singing.)
This, this is where children belong, part of our family, part of our song.
Be with us, pray with us, help us grow strong, this is where children belong.
SERMON

Presby. 101: Always Reforming/ Skeptics Welcome

Laura Sugg

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

(see insert)
Elder

(A time for silent prayer)
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE
Laura Sugg
Amen. Neither this world nor your life is so broken that God cannot restore it to
wholeness. Trust and believe that, after separation, reconciliation is possible. God does
show us the way home. In the name of Christ Jesus, we are forgiven. Amen.

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Please Stand)
Israel did not cease to be God's people
yet out of Israel a new people was formed.
The Spirit came with power to the followers of Jesus.
Led by the apostles they began to proclaim with boldness
the new thing God had done in Christ.
They began to experience in their fellowship
a new quality of common life.
We believe that by the power of the same Spirit
the church can be set on its way again,
even when it seems beyond hope of renewal.
We are grateful heirs of reformations and awakenings.
We are faithful to the reformers of the past
when we hold ourselves open in the present
to the reforming and renewing work of the Spirit. Amen.
From A Declaration of Faith (1977)
* HYMN

Behold the Goodness of Our Lord

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
(Pray, “Forgive us our sins…”)

Elder

(see insert)
Front of Hymnal Pg. 16

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING
OFFERTORY

Mysterious Castles

François Couperin

*PRESENTATION OF OFFERING Praise God, from Whom All…

(see yellow insert)

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Laura Sugg

* HYMN

(see insert)

God of The Ages, Whose Almighty Hand

* CHARGE & BENEDICTION
* SUNG CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
We are one in the Spirit We are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit We are one in the Lord
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored:
And they’ll know we are Christians
by our love, by our love;
Yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

POSTLUDE

Sortie in B-flat

Leon Boëllmann

Please come to Fellowship Hall for coffee and conversation.
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